
RECEIVES: Minister of Agriculture Jabulani 'Buy 

Cash' Mabuza. 

India Government 
sponsors Maphalaleni, 

Lubuyane project 
BVZW81hle SUlrad conveying the water from the ' 

weir to the edge of the field. Most 

T
he ministry of agricul
ture yesterday received 
thesecondbatchofmatf>. 

of the work has been done as it 
has been reported that it is at 70 
per cent completion. 

rial for the approximately E8 mil
lion irrigation projec~ sponsored 
by the Government of India. 

The donation was received by 
Minister of Agriculture Jabulani 
'Buy Cash' Mabuza. 
The irrigation project is at 

Lubuyane and Maphalaleni in 
the I-lliohho region. 

Minister Mabuz.a acknowledged 
that this was not the first meet
ing about this project after a visit 
to the development site late last 
year, where both parties jointly 
commissioned the start of the 
project implementation after the 
sponsor goverment made avail
able half of the total US$400 000 
pledged in support of the pro
ject. 

Receive 
"Today, we are gathered to 

receive the second half on behalf 
of the Government of Eswatini 
and on behalf of the communi
ty of Maphalaleni, where the pro
ject is implemented," Mabuza 
said. 

The scheme covers over 45 
hectares which is beneficiary to 
at least 150 homesteads, translat
ing to approximately 350 peo
ple in the area. 

The project, when completed 
will improve household income 
and transform the economic land
scape of the areas. 

"The project has three phases: 

The funding made available by 
your government has been able , 
to cover the two phases men
tioned above. Phase 3 is the instal
lation of the sprinkler irrigation 
system on the 45 hectares and 
getting the fields ready for plant
ing, including community train
ing. 

Budget 
Through the 2020/21 budget, 

government has made available 
the required resources so that the 
project can be fully implement
ed and the community benefits 
as soon as possible. 

As a ministry, we are grateful 
to both the Government of India 
and Government ofEswatini for 
supporting this project. 

''Now that all the fimding required 
for the project is available, we 
are optimistic that we should be 
able to.have all development 
work completed by October this 
year and have the first crop of 
vegetables by December," the 
minister said. 

He said it was in this spirit that 
one wishes to see more of such 
investments, commitment and 
collaboration. 
"I am sure Your Excellency 

despite the challenges we are all 
facmg you will do whatever is 
po~sible to lobby for the repli
catJon of ~~ch good work in other 
commwuties." 

Phase I is the construction of a 
weir which is a water diverting 
structure to channel water from 
the Lubuyane river into the con
veyance system. This phase has 
been completed. Phase 2 is the 
construction of the conveyance 
~ which include; the pipeline 

The minister went on to invite i 

other partne~, the private sector 
and the nation at large to . . 
hands with the ministry and Jom 

. gov-
ernment 111 addressing th . 
of food insec . e issue 
..v,,......i... .. _.J unty and poverty 
:-~LWWbycovro I9 hi , 
1s affecting all ()eople. ' w ch 


