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:" MBABANE -About 15 Indian nation-
_. als who wen! stranded in the King-

dom of Es\\·atini haw since been 
repatriated rock home. 

This " ·as annl1t111ced yesterday by India 
High Commissioner to Eswatini Raddha 
Venkata.raman. 

Venbtaraman disclosed this during her 
speech deliYered at Thembelihle during the 
commemoration oflndia 's 7-tth lndependence 
Day. Addressing the attendees, the commis
sioner said the 15 wanted to go back to India 

► but were stranded in the country. 
"There is \'ast scope for improving cooper

ation between India and Eswatini," she said. 
She sajd with the establishment of the High 
Commission of India in the country, they ex
pected that the cooperation between the two 
cmmtries would reach new heights in future. 
She thanked the government for its support 
and cooperation as the commission set up in 
the cotmt.ry and completing a year. 

"By ha.Ying our mission in Mbabane, we are 
now capable of bet1er coordinating various 
development cooperation programmes of 
govenum::nt of India, being implemented in 
Eswatini," she sajd_ She said due to the pres
ence of a n:'Sident mission. timely donation of 
more th:.in one crore rupees of medicine by 
the gon :mment of lndia to Eswatini during 
the COYlD- 19 pandemic has been possible. 

She smd the I ligh Commission oflndia has 
further successli.llly processed and sent many 
emaSwafi srudents and government officials 
for various scholarship and ITEC programmes 
10 Jndia. However. this progrc1mme, she said 
was disrnpted by COVfD-19. 

ASH RAFF FAMILY THANKED 
Venkataraman also thanked the Ashratf 

family for assisting the high commission team 
established in Eswatini. 

Meanwhile, President oflndia Shri Ram Nath 
Kovind, says the JX)Or and dmly wage-earners 
are the worst hit by the pandemic. Kovind's 
speech was presented by Venkataraman during 
the function. 

"In order to support them through thjs phase 
of a crisis, vims containment-efforts have been 
supplemented by welfare interventions. By 
introducing 'Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 
Yqjana' , the government has enabled scores 
of people to earn their livelihood, and mitigate 
thf' imrn1r•f nfinh-ln <.: <.: di<.:lnr .::itinr ::in cl rli<.:nin-

y, _ 
------- \ .• 

A section of the people who attended India's 74th Independence Day 
yesterday. 
tion caused by the pandemic. 1l1e Government 
continues to extend its helping hand through a 
nwnber of initiatives, supported whole-heart
edly by the corporate sector, civil society and 
citizens," the president stated. 

The president said, back home, the needy 
were being given free food grains so that no 
family goes hungry. He said the largest free 
food djstribution programme in the world has 
been e:\.iended tmtil the end ofNovember2020 
to provide succor to the population. 

'ONE NATION - ONE RATION CARD' 
He said in order to ensure that migratory 

ration card holders get ration anywhere in the 
country, all states are being brought under 
the coverage of ·one Nation - One Ration 
Card' scheme. 

Yesterday's event was attended by close to 
50 people. It started around J 0am and lasted 
for two hours. 

The president mentioned in his speech that 
the central government of India, while antic
ipating the tremendous challenge, responded 
effectively and well in time regarding the 
corona virus. 

"For a country so vast and diverse with 
high population density, meeting this chal
lenge requires super-human efforts. All State 
governments took measures in accordance 
with local circumstances. People also sup
ported whole-heartedly. With our committed 
efforts, we have succeeded in containing the 
mal'nitude o de ic s ·mz a lan!e 

number of lives. This is worth emulating by 
the wider world," he said. 

He said the celebrations of Independence 
Day this year was restrained. 

'The reason is obvious. The whole world 
is confronted by a deadly virus which ha5 
dismpted all activities. It has altered the world 
we lived in before the pandemic" he stated. 
He mentioned that it has been the tradition ol 
India that they do not just live for themselves 
but work for the well-being of the entire world 

He said India's self-reliance meant beinf 
self-sutficient without alienating or creatinf 
distance from the world. 

IDENTITY 
"It implies that India will continue to engag1 

with the world economy while mamtaining it 
identity," he said. 

He continued: "We ha_ve learnt some toug 
lessons in the year 2020. The invisible virt. 
has demolished the illusion that the hwna 
being is the master of nature. I believe, it 
still not too late for humanity to correct i 
course and live in hrumony with nature. Tr 
pandemic, like climate change, has awakem 
the global community to our shared destin 
ln my view, 'hwnan-centric collaborntion' 
more important than 'economy-centric incli 
sion', in the present context The greater th 
change, the better it will be for hwnanity. Tl 
twenty-first century should be remembered: 
the century when hwnanity put aside difl:e 
e s · cnllahorated to save the olanet." 


